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Urban community construction is experiencing a trend, which changes gradually 
from government-led administration pattern to community self-government pattern. In 
this context, many community self-organizations are emerging and grow up step by 
step, they would play more and more important roles in community construction. In 
that case, how to enhance community self-organizing capacity and promote their 
functions will show an important theoretical and practical significance. Therefore, 
basing on the self-organization theory, the author takes community self-organizing 
capacity as the objective of research and selects Jinshan Community Volunteers 
Association(CVA) as the case. The paper describes the status quo of Jinshan CVA’s 
self-organizing capacity-building and reveals its mechanisms in the process .  
The research suggests that the mainbody of community self-organizing 
capacity-building is self-organization itself, the innovation of mechanism is a great 
drive for community self-organizing capacity-building and grabbing the key capacity 
can improve community self-organizing capacity-building effectively. On the other 
hand, Community self-organizations take the strategy of “Depend but not Rely” to 
win their development. the governmental organizations, as the external environment,  
should make a good policy adjustments and institutional arrangements to tidy up the 
relationships between JuWeiHui and community self-organizations, which can offer 
an institutional space for the development of community self-organizing capacity. 
Compared with the former study, the paper focuses on studying the community 
self-organizing capacity and has several new features as follow: 
Firstly. the paper makes a concept operation, it operates community 
self-organizing capacity into Resource Integration Capacity ,Autonomous Operation 
Capacity and Network Capacity. And then the author compartmentalizes Resource 
integration capacity into Human Resources Integration Capacity and Financial 
Resources Integration Capacity, the Autonomous Operation Capacity is made of the 
Institutionalization Capacity and Self-coordination and Management Capacity, the 
Network Capacity is included social networks building capacity and the capacity to 
interact with the JuWeiHui in community. After concept operation, the definition of 
community self-organizing can reach an practical and operational level, which 
enriches the study of community self-organizing capacity. Meanwhile the author 













build different capacity according to the developmental status of community 
self-organization. 
Secondly, the paper integrates community self-organizing capacity with 
capacity-building mechanism closely and considers their relationship is an entity with 
two integrated sides. Meanwhile, the paper tries to reveal the main mechanisms 
ensconced in the process of community self-organizing capacity-building, which will 
contribute to understand and grasp the approaches of community self-organizing 
capacity-building well. And thus it will provide a new perspective for self-organizing 
capacity-building research in the future. 
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